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I. The Sacrament of Penance 

A. Canonical Considerations 
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B.   Sacramental Considerations 
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C. Distinguishing Requests for the Sacrament of Penance 

1.  The Situation of Indecision 

2.   The Situation of Determination to Proceed 
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D. Requests for the Sacrament of Penance by Family Members Attending to 
the Enactment of Euthanasia or Assisted Suicide 
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D. Requests for Anointing of a Non-Competent Patient Made by 

Family or Community Members 
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Definitions 
 
Euthanasia: 

 

 

Assisted Suicide: 

 
Physician Assisted Suicide: 

 
Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID): 

 

 

 

 

Palliative Care:  

 

Hospice: 

 
End of Life Care:  
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Life Prolonging Treatment: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Personal Directive:  

 
Advance Care Planning: 
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Resources 
 
 
Statements/Resources from the Archdiocese of Toronto 
(also available at: www.archtoronto.org/euthanasia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Other Statements & Resources 

 

 

c. Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: Why Not? (Answers to common arguments from the 
         Catholic Organization for Life and the Family) 
        www.archtoronto.org/euthanasia/Documents/colf-euthanasia-assisted-suicide-why- 
        not.pdf 
 

 
Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute 
 
www.ccbi-utoronto.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Vademecum for Clergy and Parishes 
 

 
Every Life Matters (ELM) (An initiative of the Archdiocese of Edmonton) 
 

 

 

       
 

Coalition for HealthCare & Conscience 
 
 www.canadiansforconscience.ca 
 
Palliative and Hospice Care Information 
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